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Celebrating Student Artwork 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Not long ago we wrote about one of the newest activities of the Clovis Municipal Schools 
Education Foundation, the “Young Masters Juried Art Exhibit,” that would be taking place in 
July. That time has arrived, and it is a great opportunity to view art created by our own students. 
 From July 1st through August 16th  the Young Masters Art Exhibit will be viewable at the 
Clovis Community College, in the Eula Mae Edwards Museum & Gallery. This is the first show 
of its kind, and the exhibit contains pieces from students from our secondary school sites, 
including: the Clovis High School Freshman Academy, Clovis High School, and Choices, our 
alternative high school. 
 This Young Masters exhibit is the culmination of the work of many individuals during 
this past academic school year, including CMS Education Foundation members, educators, 
community members, students, and parents. A primary goal of the exhibition, according to Jan 
Cox, Executive Director for the CMS Education Foundation, and retired educator herself, is “to 
celebrate young master artists and their dedicated teachers for demonstrating excellence in 
artistic expression and education and to recognize outstanding artistic expression with a quality 
museum exhibition.” 
 Much has been written about the importance of arts in education. In fact, a great deal of 
research has demonstrated the significant role the arts play in a child’s academic and personal 
growth and development (http://www.onlinecolleges.net/2011/09/06/10-salient-studies-on-the-
arts-in-education/). However, in times of economic difficulty, arts programs across the nation 
often suffer due to mandated financial constraints. This is common knowledge and perhaps even 
the catalyst for many of the research studies that have been conducted.  

This is why the rallying of a variety of local individuals and entities become so important 
in presenting our students with opportunities such as these. Students who live in cities have many 
more opportunities to be exposed to art. Consider students living in Washington D.C. who can 
visit the National Gallery; or the many art galleries and museums in New York. Students who 
live in London and Paris regularly take field trips to the National Gallery and the Louvre, and the 
list goes on. 

Living in a rural area, our students are limited to online viewing of these famous 
museums, many without the means to travel to these destinations. Further, our rural students 
have even fewer opportunities to exhibit their own artwork. Clearly, the efforts of the individuals 
making the Young Masters Juried Art Exhibit possible become significant. 

Take advantage of this unique opportunity to drop by with the whole family and see our 
young masters’ works of art - from paintings and drawings, to ceramics and photography – at the 
Eula Mae Edwards Gallery at Clovis Community College. It represents an important affirmation 
for our students who are able to participate by exhibiting their own artwork. It also helps our 
students to appreciate the care and effort that has been put forth by adults in the community who 
have carefully evaluated and are now proudly displaying the creative efforts of our students. 
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